
LE PASSE SIMPLE

Pattern 1  endings (er verbs)!
ai!
as!
a!

âmes!
âtes!
èrent!!
aller!
J’allai!

tu allas!
il alla!

nous allâmes!
vous allâtes!
ils allèrent!

Pattern 2 endings (ir verbs)!
is!
is!
it!

îmes!
îtes!
irent!!
partir!

je partis!
tu partis!
il partit!

nous partîmes!
vous partîtes!
ils partirent!!

also using this pattern: re verbs (rendre, 
dre verbs), faire - je fis, verbs with pp 

ending in -i = mettre, prendre

Pattern 3 endings!
us!
us!
ut!

ûmes!
ûtes!
urent!!
être!

je fus!
tu fus!
il fut!

nous fûmes!
vous fûtes!
ils furent!!

also using this pattern: avoir - j’eu, mourir 
- je mourus, verbs with pp ending in -u = 
connaître, croire, devoir, plaire, pouvoir, 

savoir, vivre, lire, boire

The passé simple is the 
literary equivalent of the passé 

composé: it denotes actions and 
events that have been 
completed in the past.

4 
patterns + irregular verbs 

(usually follows the pp 

Pattern 4 endings!
ins!
ins!
int!

înmes!
întes!
inrent!!
venir!

je vins!
tu vins!
il vint!

nous vînmes!
vous vîntes!
ils vinrent

EXCEPTIONALLY IRREGULAR!!
naître!

je naquis!
tu naquis!
il naquit!

nous naquîmes!
vous naquîtes!
ils naquirent!

Objectives:  
Recognize it and understand it!  

Don’t memorize or use it!


